
 

 

On March 26, Governor Jay Inslee issued proclamation 20-25 on healthcare worker licensing. 

Please visit here for proclamation. The proclamation waived certain statutes and rules with the 

intent to increase the health care system’s capacity to respond to COVID-19. The proclamation is in 

effect until midnight on April 25, 2020, unless extended by legislative approval.  

 

Please see a detailed description of waivers below:  
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Summary 

1) Barriers to continued and uninterrupted healthcare practice, including continuing education 

and other training requirements and license renewal deadlines 

i) The governor temporarily waived all laws and rules for health professionals related to the 

requirements of continued education and training for license, requirements of AIDs 

education, suicide assessment, educational training hours and continued competency 

requirements. Licensure renewals and requirements for returning from expired to active status 

are also waived. Lastly, waiver temporarily provides extension of license expiration dates to 

allow health professionals to focus on patient care. Please more details below.  

2) Barriers to the practice of health care provider volunteers 

i) The governor temporarily waived the requirement for retired to active credential holders to 

provide a declaration of practicing only intermittently or in an emergency during the previous 

renewal cycle. In addition, waives certain training for nursing assistants. Please see more 

details below  

3) Barriers to physician assistant movement related to delegation agreements 

i) The governor temporarily waived laws and rules that require physician assistants to work 

under delegation agreement approved by the Board and the requirement that physician 

assistants to work in remote site. The waiver also removes the limitation on the number of 

physician assistants that a physician can supervise. Please see more details below  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDkuMTk5NzMxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3Zlcm5vci53YS5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9wcm9jbGFtYXRpb25zLzIwLTMyJTIwLSUyMENPVklELTE5JTIwRE9IJTIwSGVhbHRoY2FyZSUyMFdvcmtlciUyMExpY2Vuc2luZyUyMCUyOHRtcCUyOS5wZGYifQ.m06uR9FRnxWFmgjTcNVWuZsLh3eRXkNWTdm_7qPRblk/br/77238427753-l
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-32%20-%20COVID-19%20DOH%20Healthcare%20Worker%20Licensing%20%28tmp%29.pdf


 

4) Barriers to broader practice by allopathic and osteopathic physicians currently limited to 

practice in post-graduate, fellowship, instructional, or other limited settings.  

i) The governor temporarily waived rules related to the limitation of allopathic and osteopathic 

physicians who practice in post-graduate, fellowship, instructional or other limited settings to 

practice while in training program. Change will allow these physicians to serve where needed 

instead of being tied to their training program during the waiver period. Please see more 

details below.  

 

 

Barriers to continued and uninterrupted healthcare practice, including continuing education and other 

training requirements and license renewal deadlines  

1. RCW 43.70.280(2) (“Procedure for issuance, renewal, or reissuance of credentials—Extension or 

modification of licensing, certification, or registration period authorized.”) - the following 

language only: “Such extension, reduction, or other modification of a licensing, certification, or 

registration period shall be by rule or regulation of the department of health adopted in 

accordance with the provisions of chapter 34.05 RCW. Such rules and regulations may provide a 

method for imposing and collecting such additional proportional fee as may be required for the 

extended or modified period.” 

2. RCW 70.41.230 - Duty of hospital to request information on physicians, physician assistants, or 

advanced registered nurse practitioners granted privileges. 

3. Licensed health profession rules requiring continuing education and training 

a. Mental health counselors, marriage and family therapists, and social workers 

i. WAC 246-809-080: AIDS prevention and information education requirements 

ii. WAC 246-809-600: Professions required to complete continuing education 

iii. WAC 246-809-615: Training standards for suicide assessment, treatment, and 

management. 

iv. WAC 246-809-630: Continuing education requirements. 

v. WAC 246-809-632: Licensed associate continuing education. 

b. Health care assistants  

i. WAC 246-826-230: AIDS prevention and information education requirements—

Health care assistants 

c. Medical assistants 

i. WAC 246-827-0220(1)(e): Medical assistant-certified—Application—Interim 

certification → the requirement that the interim application show proof of 

completing seven clock hours of AIDS education as required by chapter 246-12 

WAC, Part 8; 

ii. WAC 246-827-0300(4): Medical assistant-registered—Application. → the 

requirement that the interim application show proof of completing seven clock 

hours of AIDS education as required by chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8; 

iii. WAC 246-827-0410(4): Medical assistant-phlebotomist—Application. → the 

requirement that the interim application show proof of completing seven clock 

hours of AIDS education as required by chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8;  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.70.280
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70.41.230
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-809-080
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-809-600
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-809-615
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-809-630
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-809-632
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-826-230
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-827-0220
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-827-0300
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-827-0410


iv. WAC 246-827-0510(4): Medical assistant-hemodialysis technician—Application 

→ the requirement that the interim application show proof of completing seven 

clock hours of AIDS education as required by chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8; 

d. Nursing professionals 

i. WAC 246-840-025(2): Initial licensure for registered nurses and practical 

nurses—Commission approved Washington state nursing education program. → 

the requirement that the application show proof of completing seven clock hours 

of AIDS education as required by chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8; 

ii. WAC 246-840-030(2): Initial licensure for registered nurses and practical 

nurses—Out-of-state traditional nursing education program approved by another 

United States nursing board. → the requirement that the application show proof 

of completing seven clock hours of AIDS education as required by chapter 246-

12 WAC, Part 8; 

iii. WAC 246-840-045(1)(d): Initial licensure for registered nurses and practical 

nurses who graduate from an international school of nursing. → the requirement 

that the application show proof of completing seven clock hours of AIDS 

education as required by chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8; 

iv. WAC 246-840-090(6): Licensure for nurses by interstate endorsement. → the 

requirement that the application show proof of completing seven clock hours of 

AIDS education as required by chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8; 

v. WAC 246-840-111(2)(c): Expired license. → (2): If the license has expired for 

more than three years and the practitioner has been in active practice in another 

United States jurisdiction → (c): waives the requirement that the individual Meet 

the continuing competency requirements of WAC 246-840-201 through 246-840-

207. 

vi. WAC 246-840-220: Continuing competency requirements—Active status. 

vii. WAC 246-840-230: Continuing competency audit process and compliance 

viii. WAC 246-840-250: Continuing competency requirements—Reactivation from 

expired status. 

ix. WAC 246-840-260: Continuing competency requirements—Reactivation from 

inactive status. 

x. WAC 246-840-302(2): ARNP designations, certification, and approved 

certification examinations → (2) An ARNP must maintain current certification 

within his or her designation(s) by a commission approved certifying body as 

identified in subsection (3) of this section. An ARNP license becomes invalid 

when the certification expires. 

xi. WAC 246-840-360: Renewal of ARNP licensure. 

• (1)(b): Current certification from a certifying body as identified in WAC 

246-840-302; 

• (1)(c): Thirty contact hours of continuing education obtained during the 

renewal period in each ARNP designation. An ARNP who has 

certification in more than one area of practice may count the continuing 

education hours for more than one certification when applicable to each 

area of practice; 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-827-0510
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-840-025
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-840-030
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-840-045
Coronavirus_Emergency_Supplemental.01.pdf
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-840-111
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?dispo=true&cite=246-840
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-220
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-840-230
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-250
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?dispo=true&cite=246-840
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-840-302
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-840-360


• 2)(b): Evidence of current certification by the commission approved 

certifying body for each designation; 

• (2)(c)(i): Completion of thirty contact hours of continuing education 

during the renewal period for each ARNP designation; 

xii. WAC 246-840-365(2)(e): Inactive and reactivating an ARNP license → (e) Shall 

submit evidence of thirty contact hours of continuing education for each 

designation within the past two years; 

xiii. WAC 246-840-367: Expired license. 

• (4)(b): Submit evidence of current certification by the commission 

approved certifying body identified in WAC 246-840-302(3); 

• (4)(c) Submit evidence of thirty contact hours of continuing education 

for each designation within the prior two years; 

xiv. WAC 246-840-450: Renewal of ARNP prescriptive authority. 

• (1)(b): Provide a written declaration on forms provided by the 

commission of fifteen contact hours of continuing education during the 

renewal period in pharmacotherapeutics related to the licensee's scope of 

practice that are in addition to the thirty contact hours of continuing 

education required for renewal of the ARNP license as identified in 

WAC 246-840-360 (1)(c) and (2)(c) and 246-840-361; and 

• (1)(c): Submit evidence of completion of continuing education contact 

hours when requested by the commission. 

xv. WAC 246-840-539(6)(j): Curriculum for practical nurse nursing education 

programs. → AIDS education as required in chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8. 

xvi. WAC 246-840-541(1)(m): Curriculum for prelicensure registered nursing 

education programs. → Designed to include AIDS education as required in 

chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8. 

xvii. WAC 246-840-860(3): Nursing technician criteria. → Applicants must complete 

seven clock hours of AIDS education as required by RCW 70.24.270 and chapter 

246-12 WAC, Part 8. 

xviii. WAC 246-840-905(2)(b): How to register as a nursing technician → Verification 

of seven clock hours of AIDS education as required by RCW 70.24.270 and 

chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8. 

e. Nursing assistants 

i. WAC 246-841-470(6)(g): Program directors and instructors in approved nursing 

assistant – certified training programs → program directors responsibilities to 

assure that students are not asked to, nor allowed to, perform any clinical skill 

with patients or clients until first demonstrating the skill satisfactorily to an 

instructor in a practice setting as required by RCW  

ii. WAC 246-841-490(2) (a), (5): Core curriculum in approved nursing assistant-

certified training programs →  

1. 2(a) Program directors will determine the amount of time required in the 

curriculum to achieve the objectives. The time designated may vary with 

characteristics of the learners and teaching or learning variables. There 

must be a minimum of eighty-five hours total, with a minimum of thirty-

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-365
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-840-367
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-450
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-539
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-541
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-860
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-905
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-841-470
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-841-490


five hours of classroom training and a minimum of fifty hours of clinical 

training. Of the thirty-five hours of classroom training, a minimum of 

seven hours must be in AIDS education as required by chapter 246-

12 WAC, Part 8. 

2. (5) Curriculum must include evaluation processes to assess mastery of 

competencies. Students cannot perform any clinical skill on clients or 

residents until first demonstrating the skill satisfactorily to an instructor 

in the practice setting 

iii. WAC 246-841-578(4): Application requirements  → having completed seven 

hours of AIDS education and training as required in chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 

8.  

iv. WAC 246-841-585(1)(e), (2)(e): Application for nursing assistant-certified from 

an alternative program  → An applicant for nursing assistant-certified who has 

successfully completed an approved alternative program as a home care aide-

certified must submit to the department 1(e) Evidence of completion of seven 

hours of AIDS education and training; 2(e)  Evidence of completion of seven 

hours of AIDS education and training 

v. WAC 246-841-588(4)(b): Application requirements  →  Continuing competency 

requirements Documentation of eight hours of continuing education specific to 

medications, medication administration, and performance of selected patient 

treatments. Continuing education hours must be obtained through a nursing 

commission-approved medication education and training program as described in 

WAC 246-841-590 (6) and (7), continuing education programs approved by a 

professional association, or staff development programs offered in a nursing 

home. The education hours must directly relate to the medication assistant's role 

of medication administration and the performance of selected patient treatments. 

vi. WAC 246-841-610: AIDs prevention and information education requirements →  

Applicants must complete seven clock hours of AIDS education as required in 

chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8.  

f. Nursing assistants – nursing homes 

i. WAC 246-842-190(2)(a): Core curriculum in approved training programs → 

program director will determine the amount of time required in the curriculum to 

achieve the objectives as above. The time designated will be expected to vary 

with characteristics of the learners and teaching/learning variables. In no case 

will the hours be less than eighty-five hours total, comprised of thirty-five hours 

of classroom training and fifty hours of clinical training - the following language 

only: “no less than seven hours must be in AIDS education and training,” 

g. Osteopathic physicians and surgeons 

i. WAC 246-853-065: Mandatory one-time training in suicide assessment, 

treatment and management  

ii. WAC 246-853-080: Continuing education  

iii. WAC 246-853-230: AIDS education and training  

h. Osteopathic physicians’ assistants 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-12
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-12
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-841-578
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-841-585
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-841-588
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-841-590
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-841-610
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-12
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-842-190
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-853-065
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-853-080
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-853-230


i. WAC 246-854-080(2)(d): Requirements for licensure→ An applicant for 

licensure as an osteopathic physician assistant must submit to the board (d) 

completion of four clock hours of AIDS education as required in chapter 246-

12 WAC, Part 8 

ii. WAC 246-854-110: Osteopathic physician assistant renewal and continuing 

medical education cycle  

iii. WAC 246-854-115: Continuing medical education requirements  

iv. WAC 246-854-116: Mandatory one-time training in suicide assessment, 

treatment and management  

i. Pharmacists 

i. WAC 246-861-020: Renewal requirements  

ii. WAC 246-861-090: Amount of continuing education 

iii. WAC 246-861-105: Suicide prevention education  

iv. WAC 246-863-120: AIDS prevention and information education requirements  

j. Pharmacy ancillary personnel 

i. WAC 246-901-061: Pharmacy technician – Continuing education requirements  

ii. WAC 246-901-120: AIDS prevention and information education requirements  

k. Physician assistants 

i. WAC 246-918-080(2)(d): Requirements for licensure→ 2(d) An application for 

licensure as a physician assistant must submit to the commission proof of 

completion of four clock hours of AIDS education as required in chapter 246-

12 WAC, Part 8; 

ii. WAC 246-918-081(1): How to return to active status when a license has expired 

- the following language only: “and meeting the continuing medical education 

requirements under WAC 246-918-180” 

iii. WAC 246-918-180: Continuing medical education requirements  

iv. WAC 246-918-185: Training in suicide assessment, treatment and management  

l. Physicians 

i. WAC 246-919-380: AIDS prevention and information education requirements 

ii. WAC 246-919-430: Requirements for maintenance licensure  

iii. WAC 246-919-435: Training in suicide assessment, treatment and management  

m. Respiratory care practitioners 

i. WAC 246-928-440: Continuing education requirements  

ii. WAC 246-928-442: Continuing education 

iii. WAC 246-928-443: Verification of continuing education  

n. Home care aides 

i. WAC 246-980-110: Continuing education  

ii. WAC 246-980-115: Renew or reinstate an expired certification → 

1. (1)(c) To renew a home care aide certification the practitioner must 

provide verification of twelve hours of continuing education as required 

by RCW 74.39A.341 and WAC 246-980-110 with the renewal 

application. 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-854-080
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-12
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-12
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-854-110
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-854-115
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-854-116
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-861-020
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-861-090
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-861-105
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-863-120
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-901-061
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-901-120
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-918-080
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-12
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-12
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-918-081
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-918-180
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-918-185
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-919-380
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-919-430
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-919-435
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-928-440
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-928-442
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-928-443
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-980-110
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-980-115
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.39A.341
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-980-110


2. (2)(a) To reinstate an expired certification: the following language only: 

“submit proof of twelve continuing education hours as required by RCW 

74.39A.341 and WAC 246-980-110 for each year it has been expired  

4. Licensed health profession rules restricting the practice of retired active licensees 

a. Mental health counselors, marriage and family therapists, and social workers 

i. WAC 246-809-730: Retired active credential→ (3) - the following language 

only: ", and must report eighteen hours of continuing education including six 

hours in professional ethics and law as required under WAC 246-809-630 every 

two years" 

b. Nursing professionals 

i. WAC 246-840-125: Retired active credential (4) →To renew a retired active 

credential the registered nurse or licensed practical nurse must: 

1. (b)  Have completed forty-five hours of continuing nursing education 

every three years in compliance with WAC 246-840-220  

2. (c) Demonstrate they have practiced at least ninety-six hours every three 

years. Practice may be paid or volunteer but must require nursing 

knowledge or a nursing license. 

c. Osteopathic physicians and surgeons 

i. WAC 246-853-235: Retired active license → (2) An osteopathic physician with a 

retired active license may not receive compensation for health care services. 

(3)(a) An osteopathic physician with a retired active license may practice under 

the following conditions: - the following language only: “calling for immediate 

action” 

ii. WAC 246-853-235(5): Retired active license → An osteopathic physician with a 

retired active license shall complete and report one hundred fifty hours of 

continuing medical education every three years  

d. Osteopathic physicians’ assistants 

i. WAC 246-854-112: Retired active license → (2) An osteopathic physician 

assistant with a retired active license must have a delegation agreement approved 

by the board in order to practice except when serving as a "covered volunteer 

emergency worker" as defined in RCW 38.52.180 (5)(a) and engaged in 

authorized emergency management activities. (3) An osteopathic physician 

assistant with a retired active license may not receive compensation for health 

care services. (4)(a) An osteopathic physician assistant with a retired active 

license may practice under the following conditions: - the following language 

only: “calling for immediate action” 

ii. WAC 246-854-112(6): Retired active license → An osteopathic physician 

assistant with a retired active license shall report fifty hours of continuing 

education at every renewal. 

e. Pharmacists 

i. WAC 246-863-080: Retired pharmacists licenses→ (2) The holder of a retired 

pharmacist license shall not be authorized to practice pharmacy and need not 

comply with the continuing education requirements of chapter 246-861 WAC - 

the following language only: “shall not be authorized to practice pharmacy and” 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-809-730
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-125
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-840-220
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-853-235
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-853-235
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-854-112
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=38.52.180
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-854-112
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-863-080
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-861


f. Physician assistants 

i. WAC 246-918-175: Retired active license → 

1. (2) A physician assistant with a retired active license must have a 

delegation agreement approved by the commission in order to practice 

except when serving as a "covered volunteer emergency worker" as 

defined in RCW 38.52.180 (5)(a) and engaged in authorized emergency 

management activities. 

2. (3) A physician assistant with a retired active license may not receive 

compensation for health care services. 

3. (4)(a) A physician assistant with a retired active license may practice 

under the following conditions: - the following language only: “calling 

for immediate action” 

ii. WAC 246-918-175: Retired active license→ (6) A physician assistant with a 

retired active license shall report one hundred hours of continuing education at 

every renewal 

g. Physicians 

i. WAC 246-919-480 Retired active license→ 

1. (2)  A physician with a retired active license may not receive 

compensation for health care services 

2. (4) - the following language only: “and must report one hundred hours of 

continuing medical education at every renewal” 

5. RCW 18.360.010: Definitions (11) Supervision - the following language only: “physically 

present and is” and “in the facility. The health care practitioner does not need to be present during 

procedures to withdraw blood but must be immediately available.” 

6. RCW 18.360.040: (1)(b) Certification and Registration Requirements → The secretary shall issue 

an interim certification to any person who has met all of the qualifications in (a) of this 

subsection, except for the passage of the examination. A person holding an interim permit 

possesses the full scope of practice of a medical assistant-certified. The interim permit expires 

upon passage of the examination or after one year, whichever occurs first, and may not be 

renewed - the following language only: “or after one year, whichever occurs first, and may not be 

renewed”, 

7. RCW 18.360.040(5)(d) Certification and Registration → An applicant for registration as a 

medical assistant-registered who applies to the department within seven days of employment by 

the endorsing health care practitioner, clinic, or group practice may work as a medical assistant-

registered for up to sixty days while the application is processed. The applicant must stop 

working on the sixtieth day of employment if the registration has not been granted for any reason. 

the following language only: “for up to sixty days” and “on the sixtieth day of employment” 

8. WAC 246-827-0220(2)(c): Medical assistant certified →  An applicant who has met all the 

requirements in subsection (1) of this section, except passage of the examination, may be issued 

an interim certification (d) the following language only: “or one year after issuance of the interim 

certification, whichever occurs first” 

9. WAC 246-827-0220: Medical assistant- certified- application (2)(d) →  An applicant who has 

met all the requirements in subsection (1) of this section, except passage of the examination, may 

be issued an interim certification A person cannot renew an interim certification. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-918-175
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=38.52.180
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-918-175
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-919-480
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.360.010
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.360&full=true#18.360.040
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=18.360.040
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-827-0220
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10. WAC 246-901-010(11) "Immediate supervision" means visual and/or physical proximity to a 

licensed pharmacist to ensure patient safety.  

11. WAC 246-901-020(1) Pharmacy ancillary personnel utilization→ Pharmacy technicians may 

perform certain nondiscretionary and specialized functions consistent with their training in 

pharmacy practice while under the immediate supervision of a licensed pharmacist. The 

following language only: “immediate” 

12. WAC 246-901-040: Limitations, trainees→  An individual enrolled in a training program for 

pharmacy technicians will perform technician functions only under the immediate supervision of 

a pharmacist preceptor or a delegated alternate pharmacist. The following language only: 

“immediate” 

13. WAC 246-976-171: Recertification, reversion, reissuance and reinstatement of certification 

(4)(a), (b) To apply for reissuance of an expired Washington state EMS certification: 

14. RCW 70.24.260: Emergency medical personnel – rules for AIDS education and training  

15. RCW 70.24.270: Health professionals- Rules for AIDS education and training  

16. RCW 70.24.280: Pharmacy quality assurance commission – Rules for AIDs education and 

training  

17. RCW 70.24.310: Health care facility employees- Rules for AIDS education and training  

18. RCW 43.70.442:  Suicide assessment, treatment and management training- requirement for 

certain professionals 

19. WAC 246-12-040: Returning to active status when a credential has expired → 

a. (3) A credential is returned to active status by complying with the following:(a) A 

credential is returned to active status by complying with the following: (v) Comply with 

current continuing education or continuing competency requirements if required by the 

profession. 

b. (b) Expired for more than one renewal cycle but less than three years: (viii) Provide a 

written declaration that continuing education and competency requirements for the two 

most recent years have been met, if required for the profession to maintain an active 

credential 

c. (c) Expired for over three years (vi)  Satisfy other competency requirements of the 

regulatory entity, if required, (ix) Provide a written declaration that continuing education 

or competency requirements for the two most recent years have been met, if required for 

the profession to maintain an active credential, (xi) If not previously provided, provide 

proof of AIDS education as required for the profession and in Part 8 of this chapter 

20. WAC 246-12-170 through 200: Continuing education requirement  

21. WAC 246-12-250 through 280: (1) Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome" or "AIDS" means the 

clinical syndrome of HIV-related illness as defined by the board of health by rule. (2) "Office on 

AIDS" means that section with the department of health or any successor department with 

jurisdiction over public health matters as defined in chapter 70.24 RCW. 

 

Barriers to the practice of health care provider volunteers 

1. WAC 246-12-130(2)(c): How to renew a retired active credential→ To renew a retired active 

credential, the practitioner must (c) provide a written declaration stating that he or she practiced 

only intermittently or in an emergency during the previous renewal cycle 
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2. WAC 246-12-130(2)(d):  How to renew a retired active credential→ To renew a retired active 

credential, the practitioner must (d) Provide a written declaration stating that continuing 

education or competency requirements have been met, if required for the profession;  

3. WAC 246-12-430(1)(a): To renew a retired volunteer medical worker license, you must (a) 

Submit a written declaration stating you have met the continuing competency requirements 

defined in WAC 246-12-440; 

4. WAC 246-12-530(4): How to return from active status from military status →  continuing 

education requirements will apply after the first post-discharge renewal. 

5. WAC 246-12-560(6): How to return to active status from inactive military-related status →  after 

returning a credential to active status, applicable continuing education requirements will apply 

during the following renewal 

6. WAC 246-840-930: Criteria for delegation (8)(b) → Verify that the nursing assistant or home 

care aide (b) has completed both the basic caregiver training and core delegation training before 

performing any delegated task 

7. WAC 246-840-940: WA state nursing care quality assurance commission community-based and 

in-home care setting delegation  

Barriers to physician assistant movement related to delegation agreements 

1. RCW 18.71A.030(1) Limitations on practice — scope of practice →  the following language 

only: “A physician assistant may practice medicine in this state only with the approval of the 

delegation agreement by the commission and only to the extent permitted by the commission. A 

physician assistant who has received a license but who has not received commission approval of 

the delegation agreement under RCW 18.71A.040 may not practice.” 

2. RCW 18.71A.030(2) Limitations on practice – scope of practice →  Physician assistants may 

provide services that they are competent to perform based on their education, training, and 

experience - the following language only: “and that are consistent with their commission-

approved delegation agreement”  

3. RCW 18.71A.035: Limitation on practice — remote services →   

a. (1) No licensee may be utilized in a remote site without approval by the commission or 

its designee. A "remote site" is defined as a setting physically separate from the 

sponsoring or supervising physician's primary place for meeting patients or a setting 

where the physician is present less than twenty-five percent of the practice time of the 

licensee. 

b. (2) (a)Approval by the commission or its designee may be granted to utilize a licensee in 

a remote site if: 

i. There is a demonstrated need for the utilization; 

ii.  Adequate provision for timely communication between the primary or alternate 

physician and the licensee exists; 

iii. The responsible sponsoring or supervising physician spends at least ten percent 

of the practice time of the licensee in the remote site unless the sponsoring 

physician demonstrates that adequate supervision is being maintained by an 

alternate method such as telecommunication. 

(b)The names of the sponsoring or supervising physician and the licensee must be 

prominently displayed at the entrance to the clinic or in the reception area. 
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4. RCW 18.71A.040: Commission approval required — Application —fee —discipline  

5. WAC 246-918-035: Prescriptions →  (1) A physician assistant may prescribe, order, administer, 

and dispense legend drugs and Schedule II, III, IV, or V controlled substances consistent with the 

scope of practice in an approved delegation agreement provided- the following language only: 

“consistent with the scope of practice in an approved delegation agreement” 

6. WAC 246-918-055: Delegation agreements  

7. WAC 246-918-075(2): How to obtain a temporary practice permit—military spouse → - the 

following language only: “provided that the temporary practice permit holder has a delegation 

agreement approved by the commission” 

8. WAC 246-918-080(4): Physician assistant – requirements for licensure → A physician assistant 

may not begin practicing without written commission approval of a delegation agreement 

9. WAC 246-918-082(2) Requirements for obtaining an allopathic physician assistant license for 

those who hold an active osteopathic physician assistant license → An allopathic physician 

assistant may not begin practice without written commission approval of the delegation 

agreement. 

10. WAC 246-918-095: Scope of practice – Osteopathic alternate physician → The physician 

assistant shall practice under the delegation agreement and prescriptive authority approved by the 

commission whether the alternate supervising physician is licensed as an osteopathic physician 

under chapter 18.57 RCW or an allopathic physician under chapter 18.71 RCW. - the following 

language only: “delegation agreement and” 

11. WAC 246-918-120: Remote site  

12. RCW 18.57A.030: Limitations on practice – scope of practice  →  (1) - the following language 

only: “An osteopathic physician assistant as defined in this chapter may practice osteopathic 

medicine in this state only with the approval of the delegation agreement by the board and only to 

the extent permitted by the board. An osteopathic physician assistant who has received a license 

but who has not received board approval of the delegation agreement under RCW 18.57A.040 

may not practice.” 

13. RCW 18.57A.030: Limitations on practice – scope of practice  → (2) Osteopathic physician 

assistants may provide services that they are competent to perform based on their education, 

training, and experience and that are consistent with their board-approved delegation agreement. 

The supervising physician and the physician assistant shall determine which procedures may be 

performed and the degree of supervision under which the procedure is performed. Physician 

assistants may practice in any area of medicine or surgery so long as the practice is not beyond 

the supervising physician's own scope of expertise and practice - the following language only: 

“and that are consistent with their board-approved delegation agreement” 

14. RCW 18.57A.035: Limitation on practice – Remote sites  →   

a. (1) No licensee may be utilized in a remote site without approval by the board or its 

designee. A "remote site" is defined as a setting physically separate from the sponsoring 

or supervising physician's primary place for meeting patients or a setting where the 

physician is present less than twenty-five percent of the practice time of the licensee,  

b.  (2)(a) Approval by the commission or its designee may be granted to utilize a licensee in 

a remote site if: 

i.  There is a demonstrated need for the utilization; 
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ii. Adequate provision for timely communication between the primary or alternate 

physician and the licensee exists; 

iii. The responsible sponsoring or supervising physician spends at least ten percent 

of the practice time of the licensee in the remote site unless the sponsoring 

physician demonstrates that adequate supervision is being maintained by an 

alternate method such as telecommunication. 

c. (2) (b) The names of the sponsoring or supervising physician and the licensee must be 

prominently displayed at the entrance to the clinic or in the reception area. 

15. RCW 18.57A.040: Practice arrangements  

16. WAC 246-854-015: Use and supervision of an osteopathic physician assistant →  

a. (2)  A licensed osteopathic physician assistant may not practice until the board approves a 

delegation agreement jointly submitted by the osteopathic physician assistant and 

sponsoring physician or physician group under whose supervision the osteopathic 

physician assistant will practice. 

b. (3)  An osteopathic physician may enter into delegation agreements with up to five 

physician assistants, but may petition the board for a waiver of this limit. However, no 

osteopathic physician may have under his or her supervision: 

i. (a) More than three physician assistants who are working in remote sites as 

provided in WAC 246-854-025; or 

ii. (b) More physician assistants than the osteopathic physician can adequately 

supervise. The board may consider petitions to supervise more than five 

osteopathic physician assistants based on the individual qualifications and 

experience of the osteopathic physician and osteopathic physician assistant, 

community need, and review mechanisms identified in the proposed delegation 

agreement. 

c. (4) The osteopathic physician assistant shall practice only in the locations designated in 

the delegation agreement 

d.  (8) In the event that an osteopathic physician assistant desires to become sponsored by 

another osteopathic physician, he or she must submit a new delegation agreement. Board 

approval of the new relationship is required before the osteopathic physician assistant 

may begin practice under the new sponsoring physician 

17. WAC 246-854-021: Delegation agreements  

18. WAC 246-854-030: Prescriptions → (1) An osteopathic physician assistant may prescribe, order, 

administer and dispense legend drugs and Schedule II, II, IV, V controlled substances with the 

scope of practice in an approved delegation agreement provided - the following language only: 

“consistent with the scope of practice in an approved delegation agreement” 

19. WAC 246-854-035: Osteopathic physician assistant – Scope of practice →  (2) The osteopathic 

physician assistant may perform services for which they have been trained and approved in a 

delegation agreement by the board. Those services may be performed by the osteopathic 

physician assistant unless limited in the approved delegation agreement. 

20. WAC 246-854-075(2) - the following language only: “provided that the temporary practice 

permit holder has a delegation agreement approved by the board” 
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21. WAC 246-854-080: Osteopathic physician assistant- requirements for licensure (4) An 

osteopathic physician assistant may not begin practicing without written board approval of the 

delegation agreement  

22. WAC 246-854-082: Requirements for obtaining an osteopathic physician assistant license for 

those who hold an active allopathic physician assistant license →  (2) A physician assistant may 

not begin practice without written board approval of the delegation agreement 

23. WAC 246-854-095: Scope of practice – allopathic alternative physicians  → The osteopathic 

physician assistant licensed under chapter 18.57A RCW shall practice under the delegation 

agreement and prescriptive authority approved by the board whether the alternate supervising 

physician is licensed as an osteopathic physician under chapter 18.57 RCW or an allopathic 

physician under chapter 18.71 RCW - the following language only: “delegation agreement and” 

24. WAC 246-854-230: Nonsurgical medical cosmetic procedures (4) An osteopathic physician 

assistant may perform a nonsurgical medical cosmetic procedure - the following language only: 

“only after the board approves a delegation agreement permitting the osteopathic physician 

assistant to perform such procedures” 

25. WAC 246-854-330: Prescriptions  → (1) An osteopathic physician assistant may prescribe, order, 

administer and dispense legend drugs and Schedule II, III, IV, or V controlled substances 

consistent with the scope of practice in an approved delegation agreement provided - the 

following language only: “have a delegation agreement with a physician pain management 

specialist and” 

26. WAC 246-854-025: Remote Site 

Barriers to broader practice by allopathic and osteopathic physicians currently limited to practice in post-

graduate, fellowship, instructional, or other limited settings 

1. RCW 18.71.095: Limited licenses → (1) The commission may, upon the written request of the 

secretary of the department of social and health services or the secretary of corrections, issue a 

limited license to practice medicine in this state to persons who have been accepted for 

employment by the department of social and health services or the department of corrections as 

physicians; who are licensed to practice medicine in another state of the United States or in the 

country of Canada or any province or territory thereof; and who meet all of the qualifications for 

licensure set forth in RCW 18.71.050. - the following language only: “Such license shall permit 

the holder thereof to practice medicine only in connection with patients, residents, or inmates of 

the state institutions under the control and supervision of the secretary of the department of social 

and health services or the department of corrections”   

2. RCW 18.71.095 Limited licenses → (2) The commission may issue a limited license to practice 

medicine in this state to persons who have been accepted for employment by a county or city 

health department as physicians; who are licensed to practice medicine in another state of the 

United States or in the country of Canada or any province or territory thereof; and who meet all of 

the qualifications for licensure set forth in RCW 18.71.050. - the following language only: “Such 

license shall permit the holder thereof to practice medicine only in connection with his or her 

duties in employment with the city or county health department.” 

3. RCW 18.71.095 Limited licenses → (3) Upon receipt of a completed application showing that the 

applicant meets all of the requirements for licensure set forth in RCW 18.71.050 except for 

completion of two years of postgraduate medical training, and that the applicant has been 
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appointed as a resident physician in a program of postgraduate clinical training in this state 

approved by the commission, the commission may issue a limited license to a resident physician. 

Such license shall permit the resident physician to practice medicine only in connection with his 

or her duties as a resident physician and shall not authorize the physician to engage in any other 

form of practice. Each resident physician shall practice medicine only under the supervision and 

control of a physician licensed in this state, but such supervision and control shall not be 

construed to necessarily require the personal presence of the supervising physician at the place 

where services are rendered. - the following language only: “Such license shall permit the 

resident physician to practice medicine only in connection with his or her duties as a resident 

physician and shall not authorize the physician to engage in any other form of practice.”  

4. RCW 18.71.095 Limited licenses →  

a. (4)(a) Upon nomination by the dean of an accredited school of medicine in the state of 

Washington or the chief executive officer of a hospital or other appropriate health care 

facility licensed in the state of Washington, the commission may issue a limited license to 

a physician applicant invited to serve as a teaching-research member of the institution's 

instructional staff if the sponsoring institution and the applicant give evidence that he or 

she has graduated from a recognized medical school and has been licensed or otherwise 

privileged to practice medicine at his or her location of origin. Such license shall permit 

the recipient to practice medicine only within the confines of the instructional program 

specified in the application and shall terminate whenever the holder ceases to be involved 

in that program, or at the end of one year, whichever is earlier. Upon request of the 

applicant and the institutional authority, the license may be renewed. - the following 

language only; “shall permit the recipient to practice medicine only within the confines of 

the instructional program specified in the application and” 

b.  (4)(b) Upon nomination by the dean of an accredited school of medicine in the state of 

Washington or the chief executive officer of any hospital or appropriate health care 

facility licensed in the state of Washington, the commission may issue a limited license to 

an applicant selected by the sponsoring institution to be enrolled in one of its designated 

departmental or divisional fellowship programs provided that the applicant shall have 

graduated from a recognized medical school and has been granted a license or other 

appropriate certificate to practice medicine in the location of the applicant's origin. Such 

license shall permit the holder only to practice medicine within the confines of the 

fellowship program to which he or she has been appointed and, upon the request of the 

applicant and the sponsoring institution, the license may be renewed by the commission. - 

the following language only: “Such license shall permit the holder only to practice 

medicine within the confines of the fellowship program to which he or she has been 

appointed and,” 

5. RCW 18.57.035: Licensing exemptions - the following language only: “that permits the physician 

in postgraduate training to practice osteopathic medicine and surgery only in connection with his 

or her duties as a physician in postgraduate training and does not authorize the physician to 

engage in any other form of practice” 
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